
 

 

 

Dear Haller School Community, 
 

The 19-20 school year has gotten off to a great start. All systems are going strong and a lot of learning is happening in 

the classrooms. We want to continue on that positive trajectory. 

October 31st – For the last 15 years or so there has not been school on this day. As elementary educators we know this 

day can hold lots of emotions for our kids – they include excitement, fear, nervousness, and the feeling of want. We 

want school to be a safe and comfortable place for all students. 
 

We have discussed this day as a staff and what it should look like. This day will be a regular school day. We will be 

having a recognition assembly in the afternoon to celebrate students for Shout-Outs, Attendance, Progress on the 40 

book challenge in reading, and rolling out our student store called the Cougar Den. This will include a fun skit put on 

by some of our 5th graders. 

1. Regular school clothing is expected. No costumes, face paint, or masks. I will ask students in costume to 

save them for afterschool and to please take them off. 

2. Just like a regular school day teachers will be teaching and kids learning. We are not hosting any parties. 
 

All staff in the building understand this. Please help us by doing what’s expected and save the fun for after school 

hours. We very much appreciate you helping us help all students. 
 

November 1st is not a school day for students but a professional learning day for teachers. 
 

PTO- Did you know that our PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) meets the second Monday of every month? Did you 

know that they support a ton of enrichment activities for our students? Did you know they work hard all year to 

provide family events, raise money, and support teachers? I’d like to challenge you to get on board with this great 

group of Helen Haller Elementary supporters. They are an organized and welcoming group that has a place for 

everyone. You can give a lot or a little of your time and expertise and that will be much appreciated. The next meeting 

is October 14th at 6:00 p.m. in the Haller Library – see you there! 
 

Here is our Kids at Hope Pledge. We say this together every Monday. Many classrooms recite this daily. 
 

I am a Kid at Hope. 

I am talented, smart and capable of success. 

I have dreams for the future and I will climb to reach those goals and dreams every day. 

All Kids are Capable of Success, 

No Exceptions! 

Here is our Treasure Hunter Pledge: 
 

As an adult and a Treasure Hunter 

I am committed to search for all the talents, skills and intelligence that exist in all children and youth. 

I believe all children are capable of success, 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 

 

Thanks for sending us your wonderful kids each day! 
 

Mrs. Stanton – Principal 
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
Helen Haller Elementary  

Phone: 360-582-3200 

Fax: 360-681-8543 

hhe.sequimschools.org 

PICTURE RETAKES 

Picture retakes will be November 6th. 

Packets will be sent home prior to 

retakes. 

Questions? Please call 

Lifetouch at  

800-736-4753. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Monday    9:15 - 2:45 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 - 2:45  
 

October 1 Reader Tutor Training, 3:15-4:15 p.m. , HHE Library 

October 1 HIV Parent Night, 5-7, HHE Library 

October 8 PTO Restaurant Night, Mariners Café, 5-8 p.m. 

October 8 HIV Parent Night, 5-7 p.m., GWE 

October 14 PTO Meeting,  6-7 p.m., HHE Library 

October 17 Box tops due 

October 22 STEM Night (K-2) 

October 23 STEM Night (3-5) 

November 1 NO SCHOOL, Professional Learning Day 

LIBRARY LINK 

It’s been so wonderful to welcome our Haller kids back! I’ve been sharing my favorite books from my summer 

reading list and I’ve encouraged Haller kids to do the same with their classmates. The joy of reading is 

contagious! Especially when kids see adults and peers in their lives reading.  

 

One of my very favorite books from my summer reading list included Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly. This 

book was a recent Newbery Award winner, which was the primary reason I decided to pick it up. I must admit 

that I am not always in love with all Newbery winning books, but this one really appealed to me. The story 

follows the lives of four young people as their lives intertwine in a series of events that end up with shy Virgil in 

the bottom of an abandoned well with his pet guinea pig, Gulliver. While Virgil contemplates the possibility of 

never escaping the well, his friends (and bully, Chet) cross paths. 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair will take place during parent-teacher conferences again this year, November 18-

November 22. Volunteers will be needed to run the registers, so please consider signing up. I will send out a 

sign-up sheet in late October or early November. Just make sure you have a completed and approved volunteer 

form on file with the district. A new form needs to be completed each year. 

 

Please encourage your child to return their library books to the library when they are due. Library books check 

out for two weeks and are considered overdue after that. If the book isn’t on hold for another student, students 

may renew a library book twice. Please contact me if a book has been lost or damaged, so we can make 

arrangements for payment or replacement. 

 

Questions or comments? Contact Helen Haller teacher-librarian, Sheri Kruckeberg at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 

Nondiscrimination statement  

Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, 
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator: Sequim School District Office, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3260; and for Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382,360-582-3401, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 



FROM THE NURSE 

visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org 

Outbreak of Severe Lung Disease Associated with Vaping 

Actions Requested 

• Be aware of reports of severe pulmonary disease associated with vaping from multiple states. As of September 

15, 2019, 3 cases have been reported from Washington State. 

• Consider all possible causes of illness in patients reporting respiratory and gastrointestinal symptoms and e-

cigarette/vaping product use. Evaluate and treat for other possible causes of the illness as clinically indicated. 

Consider consultation with specialists as appropriate.  

• Remind patients that their healthiest option is to stop vaping and using tobacco products. 
For questions, please contact Communicable Disease staff at Clallam County Health and Human Services (360)417-

2000 http://www.clallam.net/HHS/PublicHealth/. 

 

Background 

As of September 15, 2019, 3 cases of lung disease associate with vaping have been reported in Washington State 

from King County and Spokane County.  All three confirmed cases reported vaping prior to illness but to date 

Washington State Department of Health (DOH) has not identified a product, device, or additive that are common to 

all three cases.  Investigations into the specifics of products, devices, or additives is ongoing.  

Resources 

CDC severe lung disease webpage - https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-

disease.html 

DOH severe lung illness webpage - https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/SevereLungIllness 

(360) 728-2235 info@kitsappublichealth.org www.kitsappublichealth.org  

NOTICE OF HIV/AIDS PREVENTION EDUCATION-Parent Preview Night 

Dear Parent/Legal Guardian: 

In response to the growing threat of AIDS to our population, the Washington state Legislature mandated 

that a program of prevention education be presented to students yearly beginning with the 5th grade and 

continuing through 12th grade.  The Sequim School District #323 has adopted an appropriate program for HIV 

prevention education with the advice of educators, parents, and community members. 

Two meetings will be held for you to preview the District’s HIV prevention education program and videos 

that your student might see.  The first showing is on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 starting at 5:00 pm in the Helen 

Haller Library. The second will be held on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 starting at 5:00 pm in the Greywolf 

Elementary Library.  The grades will be presented as follows: 

 5th grade: 5:00-5:30pm     6th grade: 5:30-6:00pm         7th & 8th grade: 6:00-7:00pm 

 Curriculum & videos available for preview in Library 

 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th grade 5:00 – 7:00pm 

 Curriculum & videos available for preview in Library 
 

You will be asked to sign in, and following a preview of the materials, parents who wish to have their 

child excused from participation in the HIV prevention program may sign a release form provided at the 

meeting. 
  

STATE LAW PROVIDES THAT A PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST ATTEND SUCH A MEETING BEFORE THEY 

CAN HAVE THEIR CHILD OR LEGAL WARD EXCUSED FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE HIV PREVENTION PROGRAM.   
 

Sonja Bittner RN 

Sequim School District Nurse 

http://www.clallam.net/HHS/PublicHealth/
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/SevereLungIllness
mailto:info@kitsappublichealth.org
http://www.kitsappublichealth.org


BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB NEWS 

• October 4th—Pay 2 Stay, 6-9:00 p.m. 

• October 18th—We Own Friday 

• October 26th—Halloween Party and Haunted 

House, 6-9:00 p.m. 

Sequim School District Title I, Part A 

Your School and the Sequim School District actively participate with parent(s)/guardian(s) of students 

participating in the Title I, Part A Program. More information about this program can be found on the 

Sequim School District website located on the main menu under Instruction/ Title I or this helpful link. 

http://www.sequimschools.org/instruction/title_i.  

Sequim School District’s performance report card can be viewed at http://www.sequimschools.org/

UserFiles/Servers/Server_1012671/Image/Instruction/Title%201/Sequim%20School%20District%

20Report%20Card%2018-19.pdf 
Teacher/Paraeducator Qualification Notice 

In efforts to keep parent(s)/guardian(s) informed of the qualifications of teachers/paraeducators, the 

Every Students Succeeds Act (ESSA) allows parents to inquire at school whether their child(ren)’s 

teacher(s) have met state qualifications and certification requirements for the grade level and subject 

taught.  

Parent(s)/guardian(s) may inquire whether a teacher is under emergency or conditional certification 

through which state qualifications were waived, and they may request information about undergraduate 

or graduate certification and additional degrees, and major(s) or area(s) of concentration.  

Parent(s)/guardian(s) can also ask about Paraeducators working with your child in reading, writing, and/

or mathematics. We can tell you whether your child receives help from a paraeducator and whether he/

she meets state qualifications and/or licensing requirements.  

Sequim School District annually conducts an audit of teacher assignments to assure that no teachers 

are assigned to areas for which they do not meet the Washington State certification and/or 

endorsement requirements. Only on rare occasions does the District seek a waiver to certification. 

FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH 

Free and Reduced Lunch applications must be renewed yearly. Forms are available in the office or they can be accessed 

online by following these steps: 

1. Go to: www.sequimschools.org. Login to Skyward Family Access. On the upper left hand side of the screen drop the 

arrow down to select your child’s name. 

2. Select Food Service on the left. 

3. Select Applications Tab and Add an Application. 

4. The Letter to the Household contains answers to many questions you may have about this program. 

5. The Privacy Act Statement and Non-discrimination Statement explain how the information 

is used and what to do if you believe you  have been treated unfairly. 

***A computer is available at the District Office for those families that do not have internet 

access (at home) to complete the online application. 

LENDING CLOSET 

Cleaning out your closet? Our Lending Closet is 

in need of girls sweatpants and leggings. 

Donations can be dropped off at the office. 

http://www.sequimschools.org/instruction/title_i
http://www.sequimschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1012671/Image/Instruction/Title%201/Sequim%20School%20District%20Report%20Card%2018-19.pdf
http://www.sequimschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1012671/Image/Instruction/Title%201/Sequim%20School%20District%20Report%20Card%2018-19.pdf
http://www.sequimschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1012671/Image/Instruction/Title%201/Sequim%20School%20District%20Report%20Card%2018-19.pdf

